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D E D I C A T I O N

Kathleen "Kathy" Kuzmiak
(1947-2021)

Education and working with students was her calling and
her life work. Kathy was born and grew up in Ephrata, PA
graduating from Ephrata High School and receiving a
bachelor of science degree from Bloomsburg State College
and a master of education degree in secondary counseling
from Millersville University. She taught English and history
at Edward Hand Junior High school in Lancaster, became a
counselor there and subsequently at McCaskey High
School. Kathy earned supervisory and principal certification
from Temple University becoming a house principal at
McCaskey and then principal at Reynolds Junior High. Of
her career, Kathy often said that being a guidance
counselor was her favorite part as she touched the lives of
students who were facing personal challenges. She gave
pep talks to students doubting their abilities and having 

academic problems. She often had to dry tears and redirect anger helping students choose a path for
their future and building their self esteem.

After her retirement, Kathy worked as an adjunct professor at Millersville University mentoring graduate
students pursuing their principal certification. She also served for forty years on the board of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Fund and was an active member and officer of the local chapter of Delta
Kappa Gamma Society which raised funds for scholarships.

With all of her activities after retirement, Kathy enjoyed working part-time as an archives assistant at
ERHS. She loved history and genealogy and worked diligently sorting and organizing church records.
She was gracious with researchers doing either historical or genealogical at the Society and engaged in
conversation with them to determine what documents they needed for their research. Kathy always
had a smile and warm personality which put people at ease and promoted interest in the work of the
Society.

Kathy died on October 5, 2021 after a lengthy battle with multiple myeloma. She will be dearly missed
by her many friends and former students but her influence will be felt in their lives and work. Rest in
peace, dear friend.

Contributed by Rev. Richard R. Berg.
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It is a great time in the life of the Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society.  As President, I am proud of the
work that has been accomplished and the challenges that have been overcome in the past year.  As always, this
work couldn't be accomplished without the generous support of our donors and the time, talent, and treasure
that the staff, Board of Directors, and stakeholders bring to the Society.  

At the annual meeting of the Society in October 2021 the Board of Directors finalized the job descriptions and
authorized the hiring of two new staff members.  During the month of January, a search committee reviewed
applicants, conducted interviews, and came to consensus on the hiring of a part-time Development Director and
a part-time Archivist.  Please join me in welcoming Deb Kopper and Alex Torchio to the Society.  We are all very
pleased with the expertise and experience they bring to their respective positions.  You can learn more about
Deb and Alex later in this journal (see pg. 16).

The Society began the first phase of outreach by connecting with the 2,073 former Evangelical and Reformed
churches that are open and active.  We are pleased to report that several of these churches reached out and
expressed an interest in our work, offered to donate historical materials, and to establish partnerships.  Alex
Torchio, Archivist, will continue to connect with these churches.  The next phase will consist of connecting with
educational and benevolent institutions in addition to former clergy ordained in the Evangelical and Reformed
Church.  

The Society entered into a partnership with FamilySearch in June 2021 and this partnership will allow for the
digitization of the church record groups that the Society holds.  These digitized images of baptism, confirmation,
marriage, and death will be made available online, will be fully indexed, and any records written in German will
be translated to English.  We hope to have this work underway by June 2022.  Please reach out to our Archivist,
Alex Torchio, should your congregation be interested in becoming part of this important work.

The Officers and Executive Committee of the Society continue to be in conversation with stakeholders at
Moravian Seminary and Eden Theological Seminary about the future location of the Society.  At this time, we are
carefully auditing the collection and assessing our current space needs in addition to ensuring that the Society
has adequate space for future growth.  I understand that there continues to be anxiety and emotion around a
possible relocation and I would like to note that the Board of Directors have only authorized that we engage in
conversation and explore future opportunities.  We will continue to update everyone as more information
becomes available.

Please continue to stay up to date on all that is happening at the Society by following us on Facebook
@erhistoricalsoc, on our Instagram page @erhistoricalsociety, and on our website at
www.erhistoricalsociety.org. If you have not done so, please sign up for our electronic e-news on our
website. We look forward to staying connected and sharing all of the exciting activities and events that the
Society has to offer.

All the best, 

Scott Meyer-Kukan 
President, Board of Directors

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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T H E  E V A N G E L I C A L
C H A L L E N G E :  T H E N  A N D  N O W

     R E V .  D A V I D  C .  S C H O E N

Global pandemic, violence, global warfare, new generations seeking societal transformation,
disenfranchised peoples protesting for social equity, and cultural changes of a new century do
sound familiar. The churches of the German Evangelical Synod faced surprisingly similar challenges
in the first quarter of the 20th Century as we now face in the 21st Century. As we live into these
times and challenges, it is good to remember that our church has lived through challenging times
of transition before. 

One hundred years ago, Professor Carl Schneider of Eden Theological Seminary and
author of the history of the Evangelical and Reformed Church in America wrote a
remarkable article called the “Evangelical Problem”.[i] The article in 1921 was a clarion call
for dramatic change in the life of churches of the German Evangelical Synod to live into
new ways of being church in worship, missional outreach and embrace of modern culture
and community. His article continues to speak to the challenge of adaptive change one
hundred years later.

The Evangelical Problem 

In the “Evangelical Problem,” Carl Schneider argued that preserving the heritage of the German
Evangelical Synod required it to change to meet the needs of the times. Professor Schneider was
writing at a time after World War I when the second and third generations of the Evangelical Synod
were moving from ethnic isolation to an engagement with North American society. His article called
for the Evangelical Church to shift from primarily serving the German community to expand its
horizons.

“At one time, we were a German Evangelical Synod. We have long since realized our opportunities
and obligations as a German Evangelical Synod, and are on the verge of accepting the challenge
and enlarged opportunities of being the Evangelical Church in America…. It is a readjustment called
for by the change in time and conditions.”[ii] As James Russell Lowell’s classic hymn sings, “New
occasions teach new duties.”

To expand its embrace and encounter with American society, Carl Schneider called for a “greater
expressional activity than could be expected in any previous age.”[iii] And therein lay the evangelical
problem. 

“We are averse to pushing ourselves into the foreground and very cautious about participating in
any aggressive movements which indicate too much the spirit of human assertiveness and 
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initiative.”[iv] “The new Evangelical world-view must be marked by this tendency to discard the 
mantle of resignation in order to work out the purpose of God in a more self-assertive and
aggressive manner. Let us do this with fear and trembling under the tutelage of the Spirit.”[v]
The needs and conditions of the modern day would require reinterpretation of the evangelical
purpose and method, from quiet piety to expressive activism.

In order to express the faith to a new world and new generation, Carl Schneider called on the
Evangelical Synod and its congregations to introduce the English language in its newspapers,
journals, and services of worship. He wrote, “There has developed a serious temptation, in these
last years especially, to retain the German Language and German customs as a matter of policy or
practical expediency; and the impression has gained ground that an undue emphasis has been laid
on the retention of the German language where the best interests and welfare of the rising
generation and the Church of tomorrow would advise a different procedure.”[vi]

He writes a warning that, “Instances could be cited where, through unjustified retention of the
German language, our young people have been practically driven out of our churches to find
welcome homes in American churches.”[vii] 

The issue of changing language from German to English in worship was not a new issue for church
from the German Evangelical or German Reformed traditions. For example, Trinity United Church
of Christ, a congregation I served in Canton, Ohio was founded in 1871 when members of a
German Reformed church in town asked to worship in English. The pastor said no, you can’t
worship God in English, but you can start a new church where you can do so. So, Trinity was born,
worshipping in English right across the street from its parent congregation.[viii]

A good example of the new generation desiring English also comes from Elmhurst University
history. In 1921, when Elmhurst College (now University) was the Proseminary of the German
Evangelical Synod, students voiced opposition to the continuing use of German especially in church
services. Evening Services were alternating between German and English during the week. The
students petitioned that all chapel services be conducted in English. But in 1922 the Board of
Directors rejected the student’s petition. [ix] 

Recognizing the resistance to worshipping in English, Schneider ends his article by saying, “Have we
the courage to loosen the fetters of our traditions which bind us to a dead past! Fortunate is the
church with a rich tradition.  We can well be proud of ours.  Yet the traditions of a church should be
her inspiration and not her limitation, in the effort to achieve God’s ordained purposes.  We fail in
our purpose if we adjust our activities to our traditions, supposing that it is the purpose of the
church to be the preserver of her past historical heritages.  Tradition will not save the world;
inherited doctrines and beliefs will not save the world; established organization, tested, and tried
though it may be, will not save the world.  May the Holy Spirit enlighten the church that considers it
her purpose to preserve that which may only be the remnant of a past day.”

An Evangelical Church for All People                                                           

Schneider’s call and vision for “a more aggressive and expressive” outreach certainly jumps off the 
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page as a prophetic premonition of The Stillspeaking Initiative and the United Church of Christ’s
bouncer commercial with the message, “Jesus didn’t turn people away, neither do we.No matter
who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome!”. Throughout the United Church
of Christ, The Stillspeaking Initiative became an agent and tool for adaptive change, transforming
our denomination and congregations, especially reshaping our understanding of how the church
functions in, and reaches out to, an alienated world seeking spiritual strength.In the Stillspeaking
Initiative one can see the ethos of the evangelical missional outreach, witness and welcome to
which Schneider was calling the church.

The Still Speaking message of welcome, makes me think of my home church, the Evangelical United
Church of Christ in Highland, Illinois, founded in 1840 by Swiss pioneers in southern Illinois.  In the
second year of the congregation’s existence, it chose as its name the Allgemeine Christliche Kirche,
the Christian Church for All. It is a wonderful bold name, a Christian Church for All people. A bold
name and welcoming message for its time that we continue to grow into today.

The Evangelical church sought to serve all people. The hallmark of the evangelical movement was
its ever-widening ecumenism, its embrace and outreach to all, overcoming religious, national,
economic, and racial barriers. With evangelical courage, Pastor Joseph Rieger, the first pastor in the
Highland Evangelical Church, aided the abolitionist newspaper editor Elijah Lovejoy in Alton, Illinois,
serving as the first secretary of the Illinois Anti-Slavery Society. Throughout the years, the
evangelicals sought to reach out on the frontiers of mission with an extraordinary network of
ministries and institutions of compassion, to the old, young, sick, poor, new immigrants, inner city
workers, and those in rural areas.

In the short span of its history, the German Evangelical Synod and its congregations did make the
change from being a denomination that primarily served the German immigrant community. That
adaptive challenge and change included the transition from using the German language to
speaking and singing English. But more than speaking English, the Evangelical Synod and then the
Evangelical and Reformed Church of America are a story of parochial denominations that made the
transformation to encountering the American society and culture.

The Evangelical Challenge Today

The evangelical tradition is still speaking today by being a model of a church that through the
adaptive struggle of changing times expanded its horizon as it sought to be a church for all people.
Changing from serving the next boat of German immigrants to reaching out to the wider American
society in which it was placed. Unfortunately, becoming part of the mainstream of American
Protestantism and culture also meant that like other mainstream denominations, congregations
became comfortable in an institutional ‘churched’ world that now no longer exists.  

The shift from serving a German culture to reaching out to the wider American culture and
community is quite comparable to the situation that the church finds itself in today, as we make the
21st Century change from serving a predominantly ‘churched’ society to reaching out to an
‘unchurched’ culture.
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·Leadership that Is Innovative and Inspiring 
Visionary leadership, clergy and laity alike, must offer new dreams that include new models
of being a gathered community, much as they have over the past months.

·A Vision that Is Meaningful and Contagious
This sense of purpose has to involve service to others and an active commitment to a
community larger than just the congregation that addresses the racial, ethnic, economic,
and political realities of the times.[xii]

·Participants that Are Involved and Willing to Change 
Since the con gregation and the context are ever-changing, it is critical for vital
congregations to be willing to change to meet new challenges. It remains to be seen if the
2020 uptick in openness to change will spur further innovation in the coming years.[xiii]

The past 20 years from 2000 to 2020 have been a time of significant change in culture and
challenge for congregations, even before the impact of the pandemic. A report released in 2021 on
current church life, Twenty Years of Congregational Change: The 2020 Faith Communities Today
Summary wrote “Con gregations are asking, what is the way forward? There is no denying that the
overall tone of the 2020 findings is rath er dismal. The results portray steady decline, shrinking
participation, and aging organizations; however, this does not need to spell despair and
hopelessness. Many of these congregational trends indicate the need for change. Following the
past months {during the pandemic} of creativity and adaptation, now is the perfect time for moving
beyond the staid routines of the past, which this data shows were not working very successfully
anyway. In the midst of all the unsettledness, now is the ideal moment to sustain the efforts toward
innovation. Celebrate coming back together in person as faith communities, but do it with the
commitment to come back better than before.”[x] 

Much like ‘The Evangelical Problem’ written 100 years earlier, the Faith Community Today report
stressed that ‘A time of challenge and upheaval can also be a moment of oppor tunity and
revitalization.’[xi] It then highlighted these congregational characteristics for being the church: 

The report concludes saying, “the research is clear that this moment demands real change if a large
percentage of faith communities are to survive the next 20 years with spiritual vibrancy and
ministry effectiveness.”[xiv]

Looking back 100 years helps us to see that churches can change to live into the future in new
ways. Carl Schneider’s call in the “Evangelical Problem” for adaptive change to reach a wider
community with bold expressive missional outreach was right for 1921 and continues to be right
for today. As he wrote ‘Shall we, Samson-like, continue to sleep securely in the false satisfaction
derived from the triumphs and strength of the past, or shall we justify our existence in the world
today by rising to the prophetical height of the New Testament principle of doing ‘all things for the
gospel’s sake.’[xv]

[i] The Living Theological Heritage of the United Church of Christ Series, Vol. 6, Barbara Brown
Zikmund, Series Editor, Pilgrim Press, 2001, p. 401
[ii] ibid, p. 410
[iii] ibid, p. 409
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[iv] ibid, p. 408
[v] ibid, p. 409
[vi] ibid, p. 409
[vii] Ibid, p.409
[viii] Trinity UCC turns 150 with ‘2020 Vision’ in Plain Township, Oct. 9, 2021, Canton Repository,                   
Canton, OH 
[ix] The Ever-Widening Circle: The History of Elmhurst College, Melitta J. Cutright, Elmhurst College
Press, 2009, p. 110
[x] Twenty Years of Congregational Change: The 2020 Faith Communities Today Overview, Scott
Thuma, Director, Hartford Institute of Religion Research, Hartford Seminary, CT, 2021, p. 27
[xi] Ibid, p. 4
[xii] Ibid, p. 28
[xiii] Ibid, p, 29
[xiv] Ibid, p.29
[xv] The Living Theological Heritage of the United Church of Christ Series, Vol. 6, p.412

The REVEREND DAVID SCHOEN, D.Div. is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, a
fourth-generation pastor from the Evangelical Tradition.Mr. Schoen graduated from Elmhurst
College (now University) and received his Master of Divinity (’78) and Doctor of Divinity from Eden
Theological Seminary (’17). Although retired, he continues to research and resource church closure
and legacy ministry for the UCC Church Building & Loan Fund.Married to Stella Schoen, they live in
the Seattle area of Washington where they enjoy being with their family.

Our History is Your History
Do you have a question about the Evangelical and Reformed Church or its predecessor denominations? 

Are you researching your family or your own congregation's history? 
Does your church have an anniversary celebration coming up? 

ERHS is here for you! 
Contact us at info@erhistoricalsociety.org to learn how we can help. 

 
Are you on our email list? Don't miss our monthly e-news blasts with up to date information and historical

articles from the Society. Visit our website at www.erhistoricalsociety.org to sign up now!

www.erhistoricalsociety.org @erhistoricalsoc @erhistoricalsociety@erhistoricalsociety

Visit the Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society on YouTube

9



E L I S E  K E T T L E R  L O N G E D  T O  T E L L
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  C H R I S T ' S  L O V E

     R E V .  J A M E S  S E M M E L R O T H  D A R N E L L

Zenana missions were an important part of missionary work in India in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. “Zenana” refers to the private areas in high caste Indian homes reserved for women.
Male missionaries were unable to serve women in those settings. As a consequence, female
missionaries were needed in many denominations to minister to Indian women.

Elise Kettler (1873-1957) was a missionary commissioned by the
German Evangelical Synod to serve in India. She was born in
Washington, DC, the daughter of German immigrants. Her father
was a bodyguard to President Lincoln at his inauguration, and a
guard at Lincoln’s funeral.

Initially Kettler made maps for the U. S. Forestry Service. One day,
however, while drawing a map in 1907, she felt called to
missionary service. In 1909 she graduated from the Union
Missionary Training Institute in Brooklyn, NY. She explained that 

“A great longing awoke in my heart at that time, a longing to help…
my sisters in India and to tell them the story of Christ’s love…I could not have peace of mind and heart,
until I made a complete surrender, offering my life for the mission field if it was the Lord’s will to use
me there.”

It was the “Lord’s will.” Kettler served for 22 years in “zenana” settings. She trained Indian
Christian women to teach the Bible in Raipur. Later she served as principal of a Bible Training
School for Women in Baitalpur. In 1916, she reported that she and the teachers she trained,
gave 1900 messages to over 10,000 people.

In retirement Kettler returned to her home in Washington, DC and, until her death at age 83 she
continued to teach the Bible and lecture on missions in India.

This article also appeared in the April 2020 edition of UCC Roots.
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A  P A S T O R  O F  I M M I G R A N T S  A N D
A N  A D V O C A T E  F O R  M I S S I O N S

     R E V .  J A M E S  S E M M E L R O T H  D A R N E L L

In 1962, when Ardmore United Church of Christ in Lanham, MD changed its name to St. Paul
United Church of Christ, some people joked that it was named after both the Apostle Paul and Paul
A. Menzel (1865-1934)—who had been its pastor when the church was established in 1909.

Born in Chicago, Menzel, was the son and stepson of German
Evangelical clergy. At the age of 30 he became the pastor of a
church in Washington, DC that had been founded in 1833 by a
group of German immigrants living in Washington. Known initially
as the Concordia German Church, it became the Concordia
German Evangelical Church and later the Concordia United
Church of Christ.

Many members of the church worked at the German Embassy,
and when the church celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1908,
Kaiser Wilhem II gave the congregation a new pulpit Bible.
Unfortunately, wars with Germany literally threatened the future
of the church. During World War I unnaturalized Germans were 

prohibited in the District of Columbia. Concordia Church was not allowed to hold German
services and its pastor was viewed with suspicion. In spite of these difficulties, from 1896 to
1919 Menzel remained a strong pastor for an immigrant community under fire.

Menzel was also deeply committed to foreign missions. In 1895 he was elected to the Board of
Foreign Missions of the Evangelical Synod of North America. In 1919, he journeyed with a fellow
pastor, to Honduras to help establish a German Evangelical mission there, traveling on donkey-
back for six weeks. His work dramatically shaped the Evangelical Reformed Church of Honduras,
which now has 53 congregations and is affiliated with the United Church of Christ. Soon
thereafter the Board of Foreign Missions appointed Menzel to oversee all its foreign mission
work.

At his death in1934 Menzel was remembered as “an exemplary Christian gentleman, courteous,
brave, and a lowly follower of Jesus.”

This article also appeared in the July 2019 edition of UCC Roots.
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State vital records are a key source of information for genealogists and these records typically
include the recordings of births, marriages, and deaths in addition to divorces.  The State of
Michigan did not have an official system of collecting vital statistics until April 5, 1867.  It was at this
time that the State first began collecting information on births and deaths with marriages being
included at a later date.  

As a genealogist, I have been unable to locate certain records and have also uncovered information
in places I never imagined.  In 2013 I was in search of a marriage record for a family member that
married around 1887 in Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan.  Keeping in mind that vital records had
been kept since 1867 and I had been able to locate the marriage records for everyone else in this
branch of the family, I anticipated easily locating the record.  The record of marriage at the State
and County levels could not be ascertained after an exhaustive search.

Seasoned genealogists will often look to other resources for information.  In the case of my
ancestor's marriage, I turned to local newspapers for marriage notices, obituaries, resources at the
local library, and the contacting of several direct descendant's of this relative.  Still, the record of
and date of marriage for this individual never surfaced.  

Knowing that the family had been involved with the First German Reformed Church of Detroit,
Michigan since their arrival in 1880 to the United States of America from the City of Riesenburg in
the Province of West Prussia, I began researching the church in an attempt to understand what
happened to the congregation and locate the church records.  

A Brief History of the First German Reformed Church of Detroit

The First German Reformed (Zion's) Church of Detroit, Michigan was organized by Rev. Abraham
Berky on November 20, 1849 and first began meeting in the Detroit City Hall. Throughout history,
this congregation was known by several names.  These included Zion’s Reformed Church, the
German Reformed Church, Reformed Zion Church, or simply Zion Church.  Shortly after
organization, a brick building costing $3,000 was erected on Croghan Street (now Monroe Avenue)
and was dedicated on April 12, 1852. 

The First German Reformed Church of Detroit continued to grow and prosper.  The church
relocated to Russell Street and built its second location along with a parsonage and school in 1857.  
The church would later expand and in 1890 the third church building was constructed at the
corner of Chene and Jay Streets.  The congregation, under the leadership of Rev. Carl F.W. Hustedt,
would split in 1896 and some congregation members helped form a Lutheran church in the City.

A  G E N E A L O G I S T S  S E A R C H  F O R
C H U R C H  R E C O R D S

     D R .  S C O T T  M E Y E R - K U K A N

12



Ground was broken on the new site for the church in June of 1917 with the name of the church
also being changed to the First Evangelical Reformed Church of Detroit.  This new location at
Fischer and Canfield Streets would be the final location for the church as the congregation would
late decide to merge with Bethany Evangelical and Reformed Church in 1953.

Bethany Evangelical Church was organized under the leadership of Rev. Abraham Schneck. 
 Religious services were first conducted in 1888 in a vacant store on the northeast corner of
Jefferson and Sheridan Avenues in Detroit.  It wasn't until 1893 that it was decided to formally
organize a church with the Reformed Church in the United States.  In 1894 the church constructed
its first building on the corner of Shipherd and St. Paul Avenues.

In 1907 the congregation asked to be released from the Zion Classis of the Reformed Church and
after paying its debts, the Zion Classis released the congregation.  In 1908 the congregation voted
to affiliate with the Evangelical Synod of North America.  The newly organized congregation called
the Rev. Andrew Martin as pastor and began making plans for a suitable location to build a new
church and parsonage and in 1912 the new building was dedicated.

After merger, the two congregations continued as First-Bethany Evangelical and Reformed Church
for only nine years before becoming First-Bethany United Church of Christ.  As part of the merger
agreement in 1953, it had been decided that a suburban branch location would be created and in
1956 this branch location opened on Harmon Street in St. Clair Shores, MI.  The two locations
operated in collaboration through 1971 and then formally unified as one location in St. Clair Shores
beginning on January 2, 1972.  The Detroit location was subsequently sold.

First-Bethany United Church of Christ began to decline after the Rev. Roger N. Pohl accepted a call
to another Michigan church in 1986.  Since that time, the church had been served by several
interim pastors that did not remain for extended periods of time.  In December of 2006 the
congregation decided to list the building for sale and on April 25, 2009, the Detroit Metropolitan
Association of the Michigan Conference United Church of Christ acted upon the dissolution of First-
Bethany.  

The Search for Church Records

First-Bethany United Church of Christ had a rich history in the metropolitan Detroit area for almost
160 years.  The church officially dissolved in 2009 and it wasn't until four years later that I went
searching for the church record books.  I contacted the Detroit Metropolitan Association, Michigan
Conference UCC, local libraries and historical societies, the Evangelical and Reformed Historical
Society, United Church of Christ Archives, and other local United Church of Christ congregations to
no avail.

I decided to visit the former First-Bethany United Church of Christ building in St. Clair Shores one
Sunday morning.  Although the building was now occupied by a Church of God in Christ
congregation, this was one stone I had left unturned.  Speaking with the pastor after the worship
service I was asked if I had time to join him in the office.  Inside the office, the pastor opened a
closet door that led me to uncover the original record books, corporate seals, membership lists,
yearbooks, and compiled histories of my family's former church.  The pastor allowed me to gather 
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up these important materials to safely transfer them to the Evangelical and Reformed Historical
Society in Lancaster, PA where they are now accessible to all.

The Importance of Church Records

The story of First-Bethany United Church of Christ and the discovery of the church records is an
important example of how easily church records can be lost.  In this example, the pastor of the new
congregation understood the importance of history and felt that "someone would come looking for
them one day."  These records could have easily been discarded and lost forever.  Fortunately, I
was that someone who came looking and subsequently placed them in the official repository of the
former Evangelical and Reformed Church so that the legacy of this church was preserved.

James Twomey, a book and paper conservator, said it best:

          We who care about preserving the records of the past share a special gift.  Sometimes it feels
          like a burden.  We can pick up an old photograph or turn the pages of a musty ledger and
          feel inspired.  We can come across an old newspaper clipping or the minutes of a meeting
          whose attendees have long since ceased to care about the troubles of this world, and we are
          sad it suffered from neglect.  Often we are frustrated that others are not equally sad.  Who
          has not heard, 'Why save that old stuff?'  We wonder why others do not see what we see.  We
          feel called to preservation because we care.  We feel a sense of stewardship over these
          documents, and we wish to carry these records forward so future generations can have the
          opportunity to learn about those who lived and died before we were born.  But it is not easy. 
          [i]

The preservation of a church record group is essential to preserving the past so that we can also
prepare for the future.  

Conrad Wright, former Professor of American Church History at Harvard Divinity School,
emphasized:

          But church records are of importance not only for the world of scholarship, or the
          genealogical inquirer, but for the organization itself.  This fact needs to be made clear to
          officers of churches, who may not share the enthusiasm of the scholar for a tidily kept set of
          records carefully catalogued for his or her convenience.  If archives are to be properly kept, it.
          is not altruism that will do it, but self-interest, to which a bit of altruism may at times be
          attached.  [ii]

First-Bethany United Church of Christ was an important organization within the larger Church and it
helps add to the breadth and depth of the wider Evangelical and Reformed Church.  Not only are
the records available for genealogical research, but also to provide a deeper understanding of the
former Evangelical and Reformed Church as a global denomination.

[i] James Twomey, "'That Nothing Be Lost,' or How to Protect Archives," The Historiographer 43, no. 1
(Spring 2005): 18-20.
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[ii} Conrad Wright, "The Local Church and its Archives," Historical Intelligencer: Historical Journal of The
United Church of Christ I, no. 1 (1980): 20-22.

DR. SCOTT MEYER-KUKAN, Ph.D. is the current President of the Evangelical and Reformed
Historical Society.  Dr. Meyer-Kukan graduated from the University of Michigan, received his Master
of Education from the University of Michigan ('13) and Doctor of Philosophy from Eastern Michigan
University ('21).  His family joined the Reformed Church in the United States in 1872.  Married to
Rob, he lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

There are many ways you can share your love of Evangelical and Reformed history.
However, few opportunities offer the same comfort and sense of pride as contributing to
the long-term security of a favorite organization like the Evangelical and Reformed
Historical Society. 

Through your estate plan, you can make provisions for your family and friends as well as
ERHS. You and your family can benefit from your generosity to ERHS through proven, tax-
wise strategies approved by the Internal Revenue Service. 

Whether you already have an estate plan in place or have yet to create one, please
consider a legacy gift to support ERHS. A few minutes of thoughtful time now will
help the Society carry out its mission into the future. 

If you would like to make a lasting gift to ERHS, or if you have questions on how your
generosity can help, please call (717) 290-8734 or email info@erhistoricalsociety.org.
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S O C I E T Y  W E L C O M E S  N E W  S T A F F

Deb Kopper, Director of Development
dkopper@erhistoricalsociety.org

Deb is an experienced fundraising professional who has held senior
positions in medium-sized and grassroots non-profit organizations.
She has also raised money for three faith-based organizations and
started two small businesses. 

Her family has a connection to the German Reformed Church and
has learned that her mother’s family emigrated to the USA from
Germany in 1732. She currently lives in northern Maryland and will 

 be working for the Society remotely.

Deb brings a wonderful set of skills to the Society as these include soliciting major gifts from individuals and
corporations, grant research and writing, annual fund programs, special events, planned giving, volunteer
training, stewardship, phone-a-thons, digital fundraising, and capital campaigns. Deb raised $1.7 million while
preparing for a Capital Campaign as the Director of Development for the Broadmead Retirement Community. 

She is very excited to join the Society and looks forward raising money to help preserve the legacy of the
Evangelical and Reformed Church. Deb has always liked history and visits museums and historical homes
when she travels.

In her free time, Deb enjoys container gardening, antique shopping, repurposing furniture, golf, and
volunteering.  

Alex Torchio, Archivist
ctorchio@erhistoricalsociety.org

Alex is an experienced public historian who brings a wide range of
historical and archival experience to ERHS. From small historical
societies to medium-sized museums and everywhere in between, he
brings all his experience to bear in his new position.

He received his Bachelor of Arts in History from Shippensburg
University in 2020. Alex continued his higher education, returning to
Shippensburg to pursue and ultimately receive his Master of Arts in
Applied History in 2021. While at Shippensburg, he pursued many
opportunities in archival management.  He worked for three years as 
a Collections Management Student Employee at the Fashion Archives and Museum of Shippensburg
University. In addition, Alex interned and worked for several other museums, archives, and similar
institutions. All these experiences ultimately led him to the Society. 

Alex is very excited to join ERHS and looks forward to working in the Archives, and diving into all the amazing
history that waits inside. 

In his free time, Alex enjoys following sports, reading and learning about history, and volunteering as part of
Lion Club International. 
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1934 Circle ($1,000 and over)
Rev. Dr. Richard Christensen
David's United Church of Christ, Canal Winchester, OH
Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ, Frederick, MD
First United Church of Christ, Salisbury, NC
John Hoffmeister
Lancaster Association United Church of Christ
Penn Central Conference United Church of Christ
Penn Southeast Conference United Church of Christ
Rev. Harry Royer
Kay Schellhase
Solomon's United Church of Christ, Chambersburg, PA

Scholar ($500-$999)
Joy Dressel
Rev. Judith Meier
Grace United Church of Christ, Duquesne, PA
Garland Gates
Western North Carolina Association UCC
Terry White in honor of Terry White's 80th birthday
Trinity United Church of Christ, East Petersburg, PA

Historian ($125-$249)
Michael Baal
Lucas Cauley
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Clapp
Lorin Cope
Rev. Alice Erickson
Rev. Dr. William Evans
Joseph Foster
Rev. Robert Hunsicker
Mark J. Lukens

Fellow ($250-$499)
Richard Beck
Chris Beldan
Penn Northeast Conference United Church of Christ
Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel
Ellen Kohnhorst
Rev. Dr. Chris Rankin in memory of Kathy Kuzmiak & in honor of 
     Rev. Robert Hunsicker
Reformed Church of the Ascension, Jeffersonville, PA
Kathryn Smith Ripper in memory of Mary Williams Smith
The Rev. Pascual P. Torres F.+
Rev. Richard Taylor in memory of Louise H. Rohrer
Olivia White

Patron ($50-$124)
Marie Bade
Christopher & Videen Bennett
Bethel United Church of Christ, Spring Grove, PA
Bethany United Church of Christ, Ephrata, PA
Rev. Lawrence Bolick in memory of Dr. Donald Flick
Rev. Bobby Bonds
Raymond Brown
Michael Burke in memory of Rev. Curtis A. Sandrock
Charles & Shirley Cheek
John Coble
Gerald Collins
Rev. G. Scott & Lois A. Comrie
Jeffrey Dahlman
Caroline Dunleavy
Falkner Swamp United Church of Christ, Gilberstville, PA
Evan Farrar
Forks United Church of Christ, Stockertown, PA
Rev. Dr. John Frantz, Jr.
Victor Frohne
Tunde Garai
Milton Gockley, Jr.
Karen Gunther
Christopher Hayward
Eugenia Holste in memory of Harold Holste
Israel United Church of Christ, Paris, OH
Bonnie Kautz
Karin Kirsch
Rev. Erwin Koch, Jr.
Robert Kreisinger, Jr.
Philip LaFollette
Rev. William LaSalle
Marianne Leese
Deborah Long
Rev. Karen Lovelace
Anna Lineweaver McLean
Bobbi McMullen
Scott Meyer-Kukan
                                                                 continued on next page

Dr. Karl Moyer
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Sell in memory of Dr. Betty H. Sell '53
Rev. Dr. Herbet Schafale
Rev. Cheryl Stonebeck
Rev. Albert Teske

We are deeply grateful to all of our supporters during the 2021 fiscal year.  You generosity represents your
passion to preserve history and to help us sustain the mission of the Society.
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Patron ($50-$124)
Midland Community United Church of Christ, Sterling, KS
Rev. Holly Millershank
Rev. Dr. F. Russell Mitman
Rev. James Mohr
Richard Musselman
Rev. John Oliphant
Rev. Dr. Timothy Perkins
Dr. Isabelle Powell
Marvin Rettig
Marjorie Royle
June Rung
St. Luke's United Church of Christ, Dublin, PA
St. Luke's United Church of Christ, Lititz, PA
Rev. John Saxton
William Schwab
Rev. Harry Serio
Carl Shankweiler
Rev. William Sherman
Richard Sherr
Mary Sherry
Rev. Carl Siegfried
Frances Slingluff
Gerald Smith
Walter Snowa
Pearl Spies
K. Staggemeier
Rev. Dale & Marylouise Staggemeier
Stratham Community Church, Stratham, NH
Jackie Troutman
Susquehanna Association UCC
Rev. Victoria Ubben
Matthew Wagner
Harry Webster
Fritz West
David Wilkin
David Williamson
Carolyn Yocum
Clara Young

Friend (Up to $49)
Katja Albrecht
Robert Anderson
Wes Astheimer
Lea Bailey
Rev. Larry Balleine
Rev. John Bonebreak
Sam Brannon
Rev. Geneva Butz

Rev. Dr. Carrie Call
Rev. James Semmelroth Darnell
Monica Doerr
Nancy Donohue
Eve Downie
James Epperson
Rev. Donald Flick
Eleanor Gold
Jennifer Groff
Roh Hardin
Fr. Michel Holland
Armin Klemme
Joanne Klueter
David Laidacker
Eileen Lischer
Alison Mallin
Shannon Rapp
Tom Ressler
Rev. Margaret Rohnacher
Sue Rovens
Gary Skirkanish
Arlene Umstead
Terry Williamson
Susan Wolf in memory of Kathy Kuzmiak
Nancy Xander
Matt Youngkin
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Alison Mallin, Office Administrator
Deb Kopper, Development Director
Alex Torchio, Archivist
Kristin Phillips, Archives Assistant

Dr. Scott Meyer-Kukan, President
Lorin Cope, Vice President
Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, Secretary
Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, Treasurer
Lucas Cauley
Rev. Dr. Richard Christensen
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Clapp
Rev. James Semmelroth Darnell
Joy Dressel
Garland Gates
Rev. Dr. Timothy Perkins
Rev. Jeff Remelius
Matthew Wagner
Rev. Victoria Ubben
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The Cost of
Preserving a Church

Record Group
One of the most common questions we receive by donors is, "How much
does it cost to preserve historical records?"  This guide shows the most

common materials with an average cost of processing each.

Small 2 1/2 in. box
Materials and
processing is

approximately $45.00.

Medium 5 in. box
Materials and
processing is

approximately $90.00.

Storage Cartons
Materials and processing

is approximately
$180.00.

Oversize Flat Box
Materials and processing

is approximately
$100.00.

Archival Materials
All records are placed
in approved archival

storage products.

Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society
www.erhistoricalsociety.org
info@erhistoricalsociety.org

erhistoricalsociety erhistoricalsoc

These prices do not include extra products such as encapsulation or other specialized
materials.  Please also keep in mind that other costs, such as environmental controls,
storage, and perpetual care and maintenance may increase the costs shown above.
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